
a w a r d e d  t h e  N o b e l  P r i z e  i n  P h y s i c s  i n  

1 9 4 9 .  M o r e o v e r ,  T a n a k a  i s  t h e  f i r s t  

p e r s o n  e v e r  t o  w i n  t h e  N o b e l  P r i z e  

w i t h o u t  a  m a s t e r ' s  o r  d o c t o r ' s  d e g r e e ,  

h a v i n g  b e c o m e  a  r e s e a r c h e r  a f t e r  g r a d -

uating from university without entering 

a  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l .  T h e  a w a r d  c a u s e d  a  

sensation in and outside of Japan since 

t h e  L a u r e a t e  h i m s e l f  a n d  e v e n  h i s  a s -

s o c i a t e s  f o u n d  i t  h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

such an award would be bestowed. 

T h e  w o r k  t h a t  m e r i t e d  T a n a k a  h i s  

a w a r d  i n v o l v e d  " t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  




